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The Couii.dssion preferred ita own amateur psycM&try to that of professionals, 
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incluttin uu tM‘ - ftr o f 00 ionui > Dr. Wilfred Overholser, whose services to the Commission 

• liad for .erly headed a government mental hospital, 
were kept a state secret. Dr . 0 verho loer" 


^ n-i v • « a j», 


The only planned use of Ms 


17 of v;hich 1 can find any record is that for which he had absolutely no 

<fU+r >r a 




7m 


-isr* 

/£&• f '-J 

iv wi 


•• •■•, • I 
' v - ' 


. v 





: f * ; V v* • ;h\ 

*• 

■ 39 

• ji ttSN* A . : * il 

V'. . v. Ay 1 
•5sW 4 «4- **•'.* 

- -A*. • .’.Jl 





•*•*•!•* 












quitHTTication, examination of the film of the autopsy ox the ia assassinated x resident. ^ 

^ij.o . *r.. 


x<. -/; 


The truth is that no evluation^O swald ( Cver had^ is in any way consistent with or justificati 
tion of the of . icial alienations and the only official one^ by .-frhu Orate — Stes-^>, when he 


was in lliho iarines, is that L «* w... twit "no bbnornialities were noted in all categories. 


including psycMatric " . (CE138; 


, N 



) 


by means of it:', own amateur psphMatry tne Commission concluded the assassinated 
alleged assassin -and there is no credible evidence he was and overwhelming evidence 


he could not have been the assassin - had a predisposition toward violence, ..'iflely 

siecoing 


interpreted a3 sup oseoly coming from/ 




r 

i^rtoo far into Ms boyhood .;ith Ms Viother, 


to reading and spelling defects, and other realities of science that in this case arc 


the devices of fiction. 


i‘or all the extensive biograpMcal data on Oswald-and about half the enormous fyZ " 


bV' deport is biograpMcal and/iutterly irrelevant without probative or oof he was 

’ . . 


the lone 


asQansin— there remains the to "Ml absence of wliat .e have considered, Hi3 career from 

' £ tAfrbl '«4 * 2 *tfHU***H rj^ ^ f fit 

bim/o:Me hu“T7n:. n f jivliu Wi to the flying boy 3couts, through Ms to- se ere i/security 


clearance, Ms a r,, ~inrp a Fenkovsky-case principal, Ms Activities ov .*r a 

period of years t &a n can make sense only as intelligence— oriented r own claims 


5 


yf* % 


to tMs association the many tilings tending to substantiate him, and the complete 

J &rfif rttjicc 

absence of anything that by a fly-by-night correspondence d<^tectiving-course (could be 

) /) ‘ 

considered a real investigation of any of thisj /Xjl iltilf' 

Jo began with the official hangup on tMs tender p^int of Oswald's official connection: 
wi fcnout cel lin g ’die whole story ox them, and to tiiat we now return, with the perspective 
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insert on 1 


-y ! So tlio reader can fully appreciate ho w little of the Report is on the assassination, 

how considerable an understatement ib is to &£ r tiiat the official aoliitie^r^r the crime we o 

<4rf supposedly biographical informat. on and other such im at -rialifcics, l*-t me cite these 

statistics: The first chapter of the Report, titled "Sunnri^aand Conclusions 11 , was not 

# 

^a^no/th^t.It was also 'the Commission's press release on the Report, It is 25 pages, next 

— 

to the shortest ciiapter. The sl&rtest chapter, the second, Six^izgEs has 22 pages. Of these, 

,,, h- 

8 are talcen up with ciiarts and pictures of the area, leaving 14 cages of text, is the 

dim ter called "The Assassination" J This is but a t.JLrd the length of one of the chapters 

on Oswald's "bo.cicground an^ Possible ilotives", the seventh; about a fourth the length of 

Chapter 13, "biography of Lee Purvey Oswald" • The subject of by far tho least interest in 

the Report is the assassination, rerwr Jhls is the only means by which it could even seem 

to b< pinned on the nan in a diately accused, before there was a vestige of evidence of 

any association with the crime at all; the man upon .horn it o e wi rfy^irmod, after what was 

touted as the greatest criminal investigation in history by misubstantiated inferences 

and media minds 


and the capture of the public 


carefully-arranged leans of tile most prejudicial 


mi s inf ormation • 


. 
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witii '610 context of cuo pro c e ceding chap te rs the distortions, misrepresentations, 
sup rossions, avoided witnesses and investigations, hidden evidence - evidence hidden 
most of all from the Commission by the Flil, which was supposedly investi^tiiio for it^“ 
and of evidence that could have shown his associations with it and/or the CIA- there 
is a background for the Commission's o'./n misconduct 30 serious it is beyond adequate 
description in terms the* average American can conceive to be the r ALity. 

It is now time to return to the beginning, tfon&ressman Ford's exploitation^ f or 


personal profil(*of official 3ecr?|^> at the coot of breaching faith with Ills former 


colleagues on the; Conioisrdon, a fter that Commission ceased .to exist, when it wa3 

l i L snu tL tuJm. 

it. i Jjl - e g — - rtg’ tl 1 > v 1 1 i_jp^rr S^71 . ■ \ 


not possible co do any tiling about it, 


CL - 

oy putting 


political crony on the public payroll a 3 his assistant, even though the Commission 

its 3 ise f ^6 he public 


h a iui u* ore * n <r limitations 


liad its 0 wn staff 





i’ord with Ills f^iosFwritex. 

Ford's taxpayer- subsidized book tells far from the complete story, much, much less 
than he knew, very much less than lie could have said of Oswald as an official informant 
and tlie pretense of an investigation of it. The seventh veil hid moro. Ford restricted 

A 


him , elf to just enough to make a story, a»*r 


to wiiat he could seem to refute, 


u, r,.'.y{v 


1 aving himself and the Commission, if judged by his book aline, clear and pure. 

That tills literary scrimshaw didn't work can be attributed to the fact that the rest 

* , • - 

of the book is junk, ./hen it appear, few liad any way of lmovn/ing this sensational 
beginning was anything but the complete story of Agent Oswald. The book is literary 

1 

trash, a jumble of irrelevant, pre judicial reiiashing of t;ie official, personal 

def i'-iations of the Oswald family and an all-pervading, contrived anti-Cummunism, ^ut 

* 

together fcith tlie unknowing paranoia of those who have successfully converted tliin 


modem sickness into political careers. The result is an over-blown updating of an 
h u^arazecl 


.zecl "Tobacco Road" 
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In the ^-cleaned I'ord version, the t Cojjuisfdon's first knowledge of rooorts tint 


LU< 

Oswald liacL been an informant coxae 

ii };isad^:-:th0 xKi±be rai iiidiapubizcaaz 


HaiilcLn, Hoover 1 o old personal 




& licit or-G. neral days in the Department of Justice. Republican iankin 
therou jay doi-iaubed the Republican^iominated Commission appointed by the Democratic 


b -““ ***** Of tho 
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(liis Bepuolican opposition now aomnaed resposibility for "investigating" t£C' rK ‘ ' 

I»- was neither the phone call nor the content of the phone call, iloirhar 
i ar__~ae- r^anlcui of- an;* 'mh m 1 hi* i:ho nn . 


It was the source of the phone call - 

r a. 



no stranger. 


■ a ea teLft r-wae Attorney General of the State of Texas. 

His call meant that the Commission had to face the ultimate crisis, 

the 1CdSral ^mment^might ^ the possible connections 

between/ x$ its various spicks and Oswlld. 

I® assassination of John Kennedy crj _ mo A/ 

Lvkw/ , ‘ 

ibxas.^ Texa^ jurisdiction did not end W WV assassinat&L* the accused. O n ly «. 


I'n. »fov,/ I 
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d-+U cki (tfdP 

tie oionj^tliat Oswald was the assassii 


i ..'iiti that there was no conspiracy 


to criminal action in the case. Ruby served but g xainalamq a two purposes in 
shooting Oswald* «**, |fe closed Oswald 's_ mouth \the. onlyAfeS^^^S, llc . ^ it 


tXA,- 




possible for the rl n ad Oswald t o bo 

Is'i^TX C HiA^j t‘fY\/QsC<Jf\ , -ri ^ ^ ^ ^ 

/r:--au and [Jiubl^u, Including Uw-^.er^ca^y^ta±>js»fle ^rnb 1 f . . l . l r n- . r ^ - „T| nftr r 

r cs 1-i r> -j~ i mi pyn.1 fl x 

<py*t 

i^riTi tediately developed new problems} tho federal govemuent^STthe 
^o ^ju^most of all, Baskin, who ^ exorciBCi/tgr tight^control over everything 


spite his polite luaxuicr and smooth worths 

Ait 


h r rirr ~ t yi tui t r n 1 1 ], it~ i i i y . 

tn, federal government w out to -and~l SjSwIy ~ 5 Ucccaded in -i^.obilizing^tar'and 
nullifying any independent Texas investigation. The strange form this took is set forth 
lucidly and in «^t detail dorms s f "Sylvia keaghcr, one of the 

writers who first a#l most effectively disputed the Warren import. Her "accessories after 
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the Fact" remains a basic work four ye.-.rs after publication. Her exposure ox the 


unending federal dxczitxsrEi trickery in vitiating any tiling Texas might under t ice 
appeared in the July-August issue of the now-defunnct small magazine, "The xinority of 

■ t 

One", under the title Idled s Within Deals :IIow the Kennedy "Investigation* Was Organized*" 
It was < ^igiit f roi>) Au achiavelli3g 

Four days after the President was killed, Carr and V/alter Jenkins, then the- long- 

right-hand m an of the new President began convesations taken over by 

•/ 

Abe Fortas, who later became a Justice of the Suj^eme Court. Carr was led to believe 
that there would be a joint Texas-Departme.it of Justicc-PBI investigation. as early as 
\\ ovember 26, the Texas part was called a "^ourt of Inquiry", w/lien the White House began 
dealing with Carr- and it was 'as^. a Texas white House- tlic federal end had been announced 


as an FBI investigation, to be made public by the President. But ho sooner had Texas 

4 » . 

been hog-tied than the White house annouened the creation of tliio special Presidential 


u*^ 


Coa.iS 3 ion. Formal announcement od? November 29 , out work on it had Wuh - begun sooner. 
£ ±z±gxggzx The idea is generally cr edited to PortaQ, but it wns, nrontiou, ahxsnx 


the broadcast editorial reco mendation of Washington 1 a itafio Stnt/don WWDC, where 
it liad been conceived by IiV Lici^enstein, then station vice -3k** president. Wv/DC urged 


Warren to head the Commission. 

A. Carr Warren December p, 


almost 


at las 


t letter that was not a 


mwm 
. 

• r '-c 

. VVy, * ■ :••• V.i- . 

* ■ w - * * *. • 


protest against some kind of federal duplicity, 

fallow 

fa' "The assassination occurred in Texas. The people of Texas share Itli their' 
countrymen the loss of a great President. Their ovm Governor was badly wounded. 

The integrity of Texas ^justice i3 deeply involved. I am certain that the people of 
Texas ff that it is their local responsibility to have their tftate officials 
do evc^rtlmig possible to uncover all the facts." 

HanldLn treated the Texas " Court of Inquiry" like a boy out to uhke a girl, saying 
wh tever at any moment seened^ ^^rv:? -- tttt. p u rph.-t of -ana — R-tcxiIizii^/ niid 

*4** h> Xv+fU. I Tt/iTii 

On the other h nd, D : acie fto l r r^dge d -the rv=f exaa - r^.p □ . . tw».iiiy . usj^sh e 



j th s Texas inrara t igard on . 
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my request was to direct mo to 


teei*-, no copies (wore publicly available* Carr's response to 

college*/ 

axaa l ihmy^ , He considered ho liad fulfilled his obligati 


tion by filing a copy with each* 

It woujnl appear that with all he liad to do, like dealing with ioidjins , Aortas, 

.yxiu&y 

Ivankin and the members of the Commission, Cari’ liad no time for reading w**r /papers* 


vfhan heiJ ro^roPijy. icja w inquir y, learned about the reports that Oswald liau been a 

iAwtuditfi 


federal informant, he phoned ltanld.nl Unlike Carr, the Commission and its federal 

'^~Xb jj tU/Mci. U/flty y+\ ) 

investigators did read the papers. Qmey knew all about the newspaper stories* Jgjl 

There are no copies in tlie Co. .mission' s files ,yiot the only tilings purged fr o m- tiiOE i 

I h vo obtained a number, soi^e only by accident because misfileu copies were not 

found and iLiraghar. not be^ destroyed;. When I could not locate these clipping I knew 


the Commission loan, I kept after the ^qrchivist to liave his staff locate them* 1 t is 
little iaiov/.n^ but, aside from becoming custodian of the Commission's files, the Archives 
also sot tliem up .and supervised thorn. One of my repeated requests was answered by the S 

Am 

Archives November 22, 1968 Vtho fifth anniversary of the assassination^ in these words: 

a 

“No copies of the stories in the nouston Post or the Philadelphia Inquirer 
which you request have been found in the records of the Commission." 

M L More than a ye&r| later, in December, "No copies of the newspaper stories... or a 

■* 

report of an interview with HudldLns by Special A 0 ont James W. Russell liave been found." 

dojaki-* 4, 

I hn^ restricted my requests for. those a T Dries 1 knew the Commission had. 


jj'ord waa indelicate enough to quote both in klo book, four of doulden'a five 

I 

paragrjpPas in full, he omitted tlie one reading 


& 


" - The revelation tuat tlie Federal bureau of investigation tried to recruit 
Oswald as an undercover informant in Castro groups two weeks before Mr. Kennedy's 
death. " 


There were odicrs, perhaps the most thorough by i^rolu Feldman in The nation . 

So, what really panicked Rankin and the entire Commission plus Cod alone knows 

Ttw UhU.i 

who else in the Fill, CIA and throughout the government, was not th* report of tivj (ru~or^, 

..-/•tKfc. ^ /A A • ' 

L xfl. | 



had not troubled them 


as long as they maintained complete control over the 


investigation. It vras the fear that Texas would investigate it, that any kind of 
official attention would be p id to these recurrent and, as they appeared, ceCdible 







J-'V'V'. . 


•J 


iioevo. , naturally, took a dim view of Feldman. la a December 27, 1964 lovcer to 



kankin he described it as "a muddy attempt to link Leo Harvey Oswald with the Val as an 
informant. Using public source material with no selectivity, Feldlan tries to matte it 
appear that this Bureau is suppressing the fact that the aasanrd imp t wa3 actually 
one of its * ewoloyeos 1 . 

l: V mia tl, ° other magazine articles, hoover daid, "are irresponsible , and each is 


an cample of personal bias.©." 


V/hat is conspicuously lacking is denial, 



ro forma denial, that there was 


neither connection nor intended connection between "this Bureau' 1 anu Oswald© 

^ ml 

<8^vjusing public source Liaterial" somehow wrong? 

/i & . - — fZ'XA'Ch'fhd 

if Or U3ing it e^l^ot "selectively", as in ytth f grr vth tt i^ i. . • re f 

A 1 Q /s 

as Bureau-connected is^an "example of personal bias"? 


references to Oswald 


• ' 




iVd< 


/ 




ftv. 
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reports of Oswald’s official connection# 

Thus, tiiat af tor-working-hours crash meeting i.hich loft audiences waiting for 
speakers, dedications in danger of being delayed, wives and families holding supjers, 

/i 

and desparate, cold fear in all official^ in-the-knoj Washin-jfconlhearts. 

dojnd.n was equal to ibis superhuman task keeping it all quiet. 

As lie gathered the members of the Commission, so also did he got the court reporter, 
an _over-j 

^diligence he was soon to regret nd not repeat, 

jJjf* aJ&A. tS ernsf v 

Word & Haul, c tfif . - of trtJ o lclop— t teU r^ i lore reputable court— reporting T i r n i ha j ffgten 


t uv^rttuf 

on Senator Russell’s recommendation. As a Senate editor I had orked & 


Efff the 


ft*/ 


with then for years. Tliey are good, thoroughly dependable, staffed with sufficient competent 
specialists to deliver several pages of accurate transcript overnight. 

Bearing very much on this is the total absence, in Foil's account, of any reference 
to the Texas Court of Inquiry, He does not even give the names of those who appeared 

indicate that Carr ha- a function other than tiiat 


before the Commission, does not 


of Attorney u-eneral in this matter. In fact, he stops his narrative of this dramatic event 

r 7 liis 

at precisely the poit we did in the first ciiapter, switches to inadeemate mrcn u-.rpfcsrfT 

A 

account of w’nat was published, and then switches again** He gives that one scant a pxragpah:: 
paragraph on what the unnamed officials allegedly told tli> Commission, no more# At tiiat, 
this skimpiness is more than the Comiuission provided in all 27 tomes, fttio Commission^ 
officitily,^ was totally silent. ~ ' 



.48*1 
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They sent an official stenographer named Cantor to tat hoc tic 9 : 30 p.m. executive 
session of January 22 , 1964 . This, an, i more, I was not to until much later ana after 


the greatest difficulty. 

Those '"TOP ShCPhT 11 ^Variscripts were lie pt in tiiat high security category until an 
opportunity provided itself xor iff active official propaganda by ivJcui? them available to 
a fine and experienced roport^who knew absolutely nothing' about tno assassination or its 
investigation, any reporter in these circumstances becomes the creature of his sources, 

for he has no independent information. In this case he planned a 3tory for a mass-circulation 

.♦7* . wL one 

magazine, Vim: Ja turday ^va rhi ; Post , ifer him they were quietly dcclassif ed y - ir a n x of the 

j 

real researchers who hau boon jf plumbin.., tiut literary quicksand of those 300 cubic feet 
of documents informed of it. hot until after this ? 4 ~?i 1 ' *'■' ' it ' - J - 


Ji v 







appeared^ before as 1 .rge a3 possible an^f audience, wi ah at ten JcgiiT 1 orge attention 

•• 

fro... the paper and electronic media, did anyone know that these secrets were being leaked. 

That partisan selection, to which the archivist had loaned himself with official intazpreat 

fry 

interpretations that were beyond his knowledge, wrong for him to make as they were in fact, 

\ix - il*JL A 

killed any f rt her interest in tliose executive se sions s o f r .r as ai r- - ib u- r-rr 

A £> 

W£ku GjiieOWiCU . 

once * — all ^declassified, not just the few pages usud in the story—/ 

However, nkx they were thus dn closed, I wap able to get a-*scrt^Tbr~they then' coulu no ^ 

longer be denied me. They fill a box almost two inches thick, lots of paper. Ly jointed 

protest at this unseemly official propaganda and equally pointed question qL die archivist, 

unanswered after four years, were followed by the qui<fct, luiannounced retirement of that 

Archivist. Neither &•? nor his succes: or lias • • ver answered these charges of official 

misconduct. 

nor i this the only case where what had been denied me hr provided efri. * / reporters 

who could reach large audiences, another of that period involving ^he New York: .Times . Th eA<~ 

— — ^ — \ . Uv J~*c+{ 

( repo rter s^ uni n f orned^l held to aooo i uit - ffor th:»ir ugg by the govommont, then 

distressed by the ap earanee of a mi her oi books severely critical of the official 
invest! nation. It is for this reason I do not name them. In these cases it is the govci.n- 
m^nt, uSat inappropriately the institution of scholarsl&p, the National Arnliivcs, that cant 


J 




itself 1. this Orwellian role, not the press. 
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Unce I ha gone through those hundred^of paj&gos of the co.iin together of tlio eld* .1-3 

%&■ ■ " *•" ■ 

in such secrecy their trusted staiV was excluded from tliu iet:tin,;s and duria • the life 
of the hoiouia^iioy not evon ^.rndt .ed to see the t anscripts, 1 immadiatvly noted the 
absence of any tranacrlpt for January 22, lyfid, this iramtic one partially described by 
ford, li four cases, tha executive sessions wore still suppressed, the re. u.onshven 

eiitir lj spuriou. \;hon. they could be chocked, /inadequate ..here given, if not, infill/* J 


out si do toe law. In a few instance 3 , several pages were withheld, \^tli explanations 
providec b slip -sheets^ b- ; rin , ;;uch ns zjiticn x explanations as the cluin tliat confidential 
personnel matters were di cussed auk .?! ehlield , . 

but for Chic mejQ^Lng there was neither transcript not explanation o*’ its absence, 
no matter how invalid or fictional. 

And so, tediously and persistently I /f:pt after the .a-chives, in person a.,d in writing, 

• • 

for a Ion... period of time. fols, no par. 


saying this, 

In this iidcxxxy i-srk Eckhoff, 





Director of the Diplo tic, Legal and fiscal 

^helpful *oy\ yfksisy bisiio . 



transcript of that sensational ex jcutive 


Division, told t it* +T"^h ^Jrf n Q^nrui ir^ 

The fact is that there in 

luT 

session* - alw/here! 

r a — 

dsnldn clid not forget his old friend Hoover, not his concept of his responsibility 

to the Comnisrlon or to what lias corns to be called the "national interest". 

/ 1 racing tilia and establishing it was neither easy nor pleasant. After o m 
& 

folVwing one blind trail after another, I final! started ^^explorin ; the domr.j.flaion* s 
in-iocuous-sesraiug "housekeeping" files, the records of its expenditures. .ssi /there, sure 

f* 

enough, with every penny spent, at least theoretically, having to be accounted for, I 

iOiuid a file lo.oul/.cd, "hard and fai — Reporting Services", lj all seemed inoccuous 

* 

enough uo casual exaxknation , but when it w 3 read slowly, it was not at all innocent. 

T udi) 

Jj-ii;., large iilv.y account<5&£ ior the taking of/^the testimony before the Oorjuission^ fr»+4. 

0 ^ depositions taken by tho staff in Jaohington an» throughout tho country,, . '1 of 

/ /■* 

tiiL relevant 1 tiers from all of those who forwarded the transcript ^ incl ifmlcLn 1 s 

pennypinching with the official investigation of how a Hresid^nt was assassinated, 2£k 
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efforts to £et withheld l/22 



. A,. I . . . ■ 



qf urKivJjh — Arciu^ca in a tu ^J-jr i-ro ohis Hxihhgfcr mis , ;ing 


py.'P.n.nvn-f;^ -j.Q P tr. Ji «^r4-pt > In s -ven montlis of 1963, in writing alone, 1 tried a 

is\MUr\S. I /I'LyA* 

i ■=■ y io>-r ck a n a /or more 


do sen tiue^j the last 50 ; 


than a lialf year. 




In some ca‘jes $a. A ay letter of bept:mboi/5 f 1 96^f* J ma<-.e charges : 

"Disclosure of m iese ‘^raiiscrl j?s would be embarrassing to the federal govern- 
ment because the y con taxi evidence of the connection between it and the accused 
assassin, Lee iinrvey OswJLd". 

was 

There :ys; more than one such session, to ay certain knowledge. -’here were three in 

\ 


a single five-day period alone # 

The Jirchivcs insisted, as tncy **u^said in 


a i '> w 




r 



Lv/ 


o e ptemb c r ( 3 J 1 ? ■ g ■■ ■ t q .'Vv^h thi 3 

"No transcript for the executive session of January 22, 1964, to which you 


refer has been found among the records of the Commission". 
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reuucin , the number of copies of transcript ordereu bo below the minimi m needed for 

C tt<-r' ^ * — _ 

careful staff ami ueikbor e.aarkLiation o^mme^ jthere i;oro ^i i » 1 . ' T records like 

nothin-; else in oar history. 




Among the records of delivery on hard <k Paul xorinted forms there is Receipt iio. 5001. 

it is dat d January 22 , ^covers vuine codes of proceedings before the President's Ooju-ission 

on the Assas. ination of President keimedy in re r fOi J huCih'i hold at Washington i).0. on 

l)/r5 t p /Oifot) Wvf'f.uAlii. 

January 21, lS^ 1 '. 1'he rcceiot is signed by Julia !’• hide^A release is al l fiseuby rubber 

scamp# As filled in it records that deliver wao made at 8:55 a.m. January 22 by Jesse L. 
U.rd, Jr., iu oo. C on. &+*** Ou. U? lw»V JiaUlM* </T . 


'i\/o nob arc typed in. mmn:^dhzxBsnc <$&* the bottom* inar the rcleas^, is 

nTfLAhkOh: Jk Loo ilaidd.ri 11 . *±**.1 ^ Oder the do. cription of wliat v;as delivered is J "also, 

nisic) 

Reporter's notes, master sheets, carbon paper, waste". j k ti ~^Tr rp k J nf xff tp - 

I hav . tin transcript of this executive session. It is numbered /"Volume 4". 


Volume 5 is covered by Receipt ho. p012, the ne::t.ono ; ;• >. i by Irfi -'nrr 


by Julia 1 . Aide, it is filled :asa: ^itirHSrsasxx xl.ntica ly the same words save for the 
(^rtos, January 28th, covering the executive session of January 27. hard a pain made delivery, 
at 9:10 a.m. 

So, although there was this hectic executive session of January 22 ^0 -wald as a 
federal agent , the numbering: of the transcripts confirms the Orwellian report of the 

, cts^o VwC~ 

Archives that it n o l ang>^ exist//"£n this great emergency, Ward <k Paul did 

' L'li/T/ 


& 


A' 


r 


also [0 


send a co'irt reporter who did record every word .said, i^/no transcript. 

Part of tin, explanation is disclosed b *. oimnn - f- th* trouble Ward L Paul had getting- 

paid. J3;. march 10 the Commission owed cheia 04*629*75* all accounted for in . bill directed 

to Rankin's attention and sworn to by Wayne birdscll, lu.g.uS,' Ion ,-tine Word uj Paul 

manager, iiie notary is Anthony S. Pastnyck (Lil-right) . 

- "77” . ^ 7 

&Ttb'.> tabulation of transcripts^ in ciironological order., so~*e cases 10 copios 


i la-- ‘ C i-yc2=Es 

O 


- J - — !.V f OLJit " 


1 ,Jl± each of the. a*: ven u-.-mbe w got 


one ana a co w 


wa3 reserved for printing, there re aineti 

Prr 

staff bo work with * -jfhere is none for January 22. 


at ost two co ies for the 


'fliat is accounted for in a separate entry at the bottom# it reads: 


10 


if 


J "Jan. 22 ho write-up (reporter's no tej confiscated by Commission)". 

^ I shall also quote) 


This is not the full entry* ths balance*'?? 38 ? 

But I do not went the full impact of tiiis to be lost. 

here, after all that Ions period of official avpidanee of credible reports that 
Oswald liad been a federal informant, the first official aclaiowledgenint of it was r~dm~ 
non-e:dLstent, the Commission havingj confiscated the court repeater's notes after clearing 
that they not be transcribed! 

- — 'ypv U,£t\s{ dX iXX , 

l \ ;;y ii ire not transcribed. 


Itaa tdor • over oeen anytnin 4 , lino tnis n— our history? 



a 


President is assassinated. His accused assassin, having oeen conveniently r 

* \/^V 

ssassinated while in custoj^y, is allege , to have had government collections^**** the only 


record of these top-secret deliberations is confiscated and with.. the greatest care 
hidden — not once referred to in anyfcf the ac a s i eotiiiiated 10,000,000 oixicialiy— puoiioh 

“ r ~ “ / 

words. 

To put it more bluntly, ii the official version is correct, if Us. aid did kill the 




/ 


President, tiien the assassin wss® lmd been accused of being a federal employee ana caq . l*,J 

7 — - ‘ < 

ft* 

official consideration of '®«=3 is 



totally an... permanently. 


C'on any tiling warrant a more sinister interpretation? 

Any part of it - secrecy or elimination? 

Can anythin , lend more jmsdiicL support to the belief that Oswald, whether or not the 
assassin, had itau such complicating connections? 

I Z * 1 

1 lint the story is even worse. 

First, tne ^chiselfing. 

Ford, careful not to mention a .ore. ot what vras said at tnat socrou meeting, s..i i c 

0 ... I 

lasted an hour anu a lialf. With long periods of silence, tnat is :Liiy ..ores. 

4 

Low a court-renortin j firm cannot esLst ijK all it does la prov..de a court reporter 

J4/0- 

who taltes notes and never transcribes them. Especially not/ if tne reporter .'.ot bo jin 

. (fV\ L f *- / 

wo i’ll Uii til after the end of the nor* ml . OriCLii-j day, and O-ien in an ex t/JPC'mo u*.i.;2gen. ^ , 

fs -1 

-nv 

with . 11 the attendant extra costs. So, fiwfl the company and the reporter dropping everything 


10 A 


There is no possibility of error here. Ky checkin:; could not have br„*e*n mor- thorough, 
i also obtained a chronological listing Uroia Ale PC-2) of ell court-reporting services. 

These) 4/ 

^ 7 i iir..e oxocu fcive ojec j sessions , of January 21,22 and 2/, np^fer in tiiat order, ihe 
s n e ie *onfi appears for all tliree under ?fotol Copies 11 , with id cubical ezep^anatronss 

"9", followed by n frl of 9 throu&rf*9 of 9”. 

/hi# y ^After tha t date, 

'j^aajb fSliowin: ; the January 22 I w-affllii a ir> stricken ti irou;;n.\/ /’ < o oi the columns are 
bl nlc. These arc headed " hate Shipped" and "Receipt Jo." ifLl^are dhtered as "daily" 

/ delivery, meaning first t.dng the ^ following aoming. x ’his jpiclucfjs that of January 22. 

vai JbdU^JiAi' f 1 1 \ 

/“•i all other ~utries for t mic (L^ue, i -o- - j s *> — r i/ijr^inn %in r oiV;jV r. 


11 


el no, mob 


il±5£ 


an extra staff for emergency 


... , . j jut* omission* s 

transcription, rushing to th« 


offices ins tea*, of eating supper, givin ; up a night's plans, Ward & Paul was p-..id the 
munificent total of -£24.75i 


fills was 


-t on an estimate that 30 ms ^ low, that the hour and a half of 
executive session would have totalled e^pcoi d for at o0.025 or 

ostiuat. d cage. ( 250 . ( ords per page is a g nerous estimate.) 

A If 

Actually, there wan no provision for such a contingency in the contract, . * > 1 eh uoesn* t 
even charge for the tailing of tin. notes. In accordance- with prevailin practise for 

i' m ’ 

councles, years, tssr payment is on a Hiding-scale, ps.^-pago basis, fills is set forth in 
the January 7, 1964 proposal that was accepted. It provides a minimum par-page c.' large of 


11.65 for an original and two copies up to a maxiiiium of #3*15 for a total of 25 copies. 

. Ll&'UdX' • 

/ To this insult and injury was adw.ed 



- ;: .;>inJn^ = rorir‘b i 


pm. 



li&s #ills were irenn-n? r p^s ttchi±-- f moaix ysD-egtx not paid monthly. iiSSter Handwritten notes 

1 a //> 

lUCvvj/9 Wvh' A/t& l ^, r 

"lieq. #3 0 sent to in’, kalin and idss i>ove 5-13-64". (Wt was. I have _tj 
11 3-27 Hr. Ward called to ask when he migjit expect payment" • 

“ j-50 Called nr. ualinf- Talked to idss hove = Req sent in 3-17-64 Tides s about 10 
work days to process. " 

dext, the true end complete dedication to Orwell. 


These notes do not appear on sill file/ copies of the bill. 1 have osfi^rt’roii other 



files in which they do not. One 



iscloses that dqrd he... to ask for his 14, 6 29 #75* 


There is tills simple note tvpe^ on a plain piece of paper: 

-il-fol lit- 2/7/64-10:30 sun., etc. f ftfU ((IsC* 'H L 

Orwell called it the "memory hole", the place everytiiing destroyed was put. 
here, of all the most inappropriate places, the White house was the zsm "memory hole". 
Other descriptions of what was delivered by Ward c; haul include dictabelts in aduition 


to "Reporter* a notes, master sheets, carbon paper". 

prior to bu rnin g , the ultimate in thoroughness, also from other rxnsoxis 
sources , " shredding" . 

— i — 1 / 

zatr £he residence 0 .-. the nan who became President only because of the as .as filiation 

— the x'irst i 


thus investigate dVu* the conplet : destruction of^ official consideration of whether the 



m man who made him President hud worked for t io govomniunt! 
official^ 

Alar-, this is not the mu. of the f?fovs .ln^-up of the story of Oswald as some ldlnd of 


federal agent. It is but the begii in i n g, 
./hen Texas , officially, told U : hihg 


me con .f iat fit had Ion;; 


; ; known, V/aribington cotld 


not ignore at* Ford Hides over it, saying only that at its January 22 session, "file 
Commission ado the d cision to ask the Texas attorney General, District Attorney Uade and 


any other m^ trrrgfr Dallas officials (emphasis adued) who had Amo kludge of thes allega- 

tb v 

tions & come at once to Jaskington and s .cretly present what tnoy hat lie, It could 


not have been acre secret. 

( sec recy 

Ford sa'.'s of tHx& onlv that “The Texas officials slipped into the nation's capit. 1 

i K 

with complete anonymity. " With the U .shiagton pre s corps, tliat tikes some doing* 

/' r 1 ‘ 

<P Th others were not only Dallas officials# It was'tlie Court * of Inquiry plus the 


Dallms officials who accompanied them. J0k 
to the official ^'exas inquiry. 




;ords avpo.d reference 




11017 xz undone -is k- port indicated by a^J^ogrojn _jrom Cayr ^as is tent Jolm ste*5ll, 

Texas" i ilb : Lil 



to Rankin 

How it w s done is iii part indicated in a January 23 telegTam/f ror.i Carr's assistant, 


J ohn Stegall. It reached Jasliington about noon. The copy in the Co ids ion's "CA 2 Texas" 
file ms this added in Rankin's handwriting, "noted 1-23-64 J L R". It was arranged for 
the Texans to arrive after dark, after the end of the working day: Lil-body telegram, from 

Carr to Regards. # . 

This time* Rankin die, not ^m e f the mistake of ordering a court / report or, as the records 


air c any cited show. There we *e no such services between the dscsixiayEi January 22 session^ "* 
tii-; records of which arc destroy itl/^and thatpf January 27, > ; iii eli xir 11 ly ^soon "*inte est us. 

no transcript , no need to uso the "memory hole", on the othir hand, ’wisely as it turned 


ou when Ford sold Ida blabbemoL. tiling, it was decided tliat this coulc. not bn r-jnorot 

- — _ »* 

ontir ly. Instead, i-# prepared a sixHSZ^rzxxnzgn: : "idltURaRDUli FUR Til, Fla. .3 . It 


certainly w .rm't for investigative reporters like me, for it was pi cod in only thos files 

'flue'll AX&trfa i^( &£■ 

any moduli _ ... . 


to which there was no index or guide o^ any uuuxaiigLul idJidTS^tfr nr ‘.n-, iv>r Inhi-t—for 


J 


13 


fr. .-UUitrUi 

jfhsn tho an .bored ones or "du s" were. the tine tney ware accec. iule, uost researchers 

huu abandoned their interest, having dona their writing fi+u/Skt. 

This memo is undated, so there is no way ox' knowin,, nhen it was written, nni., is not 


tho norm for 

JjXfci'Xj 

ItS subjjct i: 



/ 

v 


ULti" , "Osw;ld,L.H. Post-Rusrian Period" and "iul Phi" files, - row wliicn my cou y con^m 
Sere it is, in full: Lil -instead of retyping, I'll provide copies* xu uor end, SkVo 

new p ye. 

I only one point is there reason to suspect there may .have been any change, ana that 

iv.y be entirely innocent. At the bottom of tliird pay© txie typing 


of "ini’oroant for the"( followed by"ClA and carried Humber 13J^ 6S x ^M^even ^ within^ tne 


words ,^at a downward slant, extra spacin't.j.wbv :n “fui" <n' 

A & 

5TT7TTCTT" a 




To the uninformed who aiylit later road this, including all oiiicials except uic very 


b h - 


*V\A w\P\^ 


few who we 'G involved’, would seem line a complete ami forthright presentation, which 

it is not* It is, rather, a fine example of hew well j^aia had learned the lessons of 
years in the bureaucracy and how ho put Ijis leyalffc shall s to work* It is d^n ji c. oo 
leave a record to be interpreted as establishing tirnt tne Commission had made a xh 
full inquiry into the "rumors that Oswald was an undercover agent". Ewactljr the op jo itc 
is the case. It made no investigation. It merely pr^t. waded to^ leaving ruch false r.dords 
as tliis to make it seeW-t had. The facts ar- tiiat what the ^ou ission decice,d it had to 


ao 


it iiL. not do, 1 ana vhuit the ‘Texas officials insist. d be done war not 


als 

.iu 

before analysing this self-justification^ buried in the files, so it can be 

understated seen in proper perspective, 1st uu trace ay unsuccessful efforts to cet the 
A ‘A b 

transcript of the top-secret session of January- 27. lanldji (SSys of it only that .iarreu 

"decid 'd to prc. .ent the results of" Iwwdlhlday session with the Teams "to tne entire 



Commission on imnday, January 27." tthio c l 'if fly i that the member of tho Ooxu.isaion 


were not at the hairv meeting, with the Texans. If this is tne case, is it not cause for 
wonda] 

-T 


Ot at tilC lllliy mOCuJLii^ iciouio. ■*-» 

? b/hfr U>W 1 b 

L JkU "iklAtH M«i*b d*pf^ 


-TV 14 V KAfar SWAT &U lu**- rlfwstJ <& fti .4oU*tt*++ 

ft hi / /Cl^r* 4. p'tjL-C. */(. Uf\£\ /yVt^s\ \ 


That Monday session dj_d coue to pas .It was scheduled for 3 p.m. As usual, ilanldui 

. . . _ . * ... qs 

prepared the agenda. x liave a cooy of it from the "PC6-1" file. The l/.iru Paul reporter 

$ t fr 

was named "Pirslicin 1 * . There were 84 actual pages, numbered from 127 to 212. J, Has co .os 

file, -utere :tinly, it 



fro., still another "TOP SiddU^'l* 1 record in the "PC— 2'^ 
also i mm m that the first page of tliat January 22 session ua to ii vo been numbered 127, 


,Jt has tin identical wording about the fate of th transcript o : that session, "no 
m write up (sic) reporter’s notes confiscated by Commission * 1 . r Ail f:JLw j- 1 j'ke Itfz 


The la 1 . 







:ovumaent. 



tant to use the raw power it has. 


j to require ,! f eedou of ini’orimtion" ' 

apply to the goverm nfc union a it can be rade to np ly in court, which is 

/f , 

neither nor inexpensive, iui rs time-consuming and con be very costly. Should a litigant be 

A £> - ' 

able to afford to sue should he then be i’ortimate enough not to get a partisan judge, 



and should he then v/in, he must be prepared to fight flirt aer through the appeals court to 

•• • 

the Supreme Court if the government sleets to stall. rh fUtc y y £ irt^ J 

fa*A 'VfXfa/yt ffjtspl krtft # 


^ ■' - A ^ ^ ■ ■« — ■ — 

ostinat^Uiat thoJVanuazy 22 session^ ». 1\ - \ — ■ im fr m w» * »g ' . ^hour. ancUa woulu have 

mm 30 pages (iS correct this January 27 session lasted about five a n . a half h ours ! 





1 ■ s? ■ ■ m ■ : ■. , ; > 

jrj^- . - - .nil. r. ...... 

s' 1/27 ex sess 


4 

\A‘ 



J / 


..hen I co j;m pressing for the ..'ithhsld but existing; executive session of Jan uar y 
27, there wan no fuuziety on the part of the iirohiven to be informative. Ur to 
divulge the subject natter or matters. to withhold vhat they alleged could bo and 

dJ/ Ml “ 

provide copies oi the remainder, a n they in other canes. 

4 


I n short, they w ere up tight. 


570 


V o ‘ 

They claimed 'two justifications, citation of law and one of regulations.' Not 
once did they cite the law properly or in full!/ and that law, 5 U.S.O. l j$ 2, is called 
the "Freedom of Information" Acti It uam passed oy ^ongrosn in in an effort to orovent T-n? 

to 7 

VToucft/t suppression, which is a characteristic of all governments. 


Tee Department oi Justice itself interpreted i 

3 /bst 




lav/ in advance of its effective 




V.f 




m 


m 


date. fhat date, in t light of sib sequent iii story, could, not lave been more^ap rooriate, 

It v/as July 4, 1967. This interpretation is published under the 

"Attorney General’s Memorandum on the Public information Section of ohe iuiininis trative 

yUL £u/tc^u( 

Procedure^ Act", the technical identification of the law. It q^##**** by the most 

r /jrkn4*> i 

glowing sfcei’ij *L\vi rts by ME Sresiuent^of Iris belief “that froidim of information i 3 so vital 
that only the national security, not the desire of public officials or private citizens, 
should determine .lien it should he restricted 1 ', and of his "deep sense of pride that the 

cherished and 
nothing so 

dii.inishc‘3 democracy fc^secrec y", he boasteu. "Dover wan it core important. . .that the right 
or tii* - people to hio.j di- actions of thoir govenuaont be secure." Government had to change^* 
its ways, he said, "adopj nev/ standards and practises". 





* 


Everybody, especially the Attorney General, who could not have been more specific, / 

vd 





Iona of the act". X 

/j l v 

burden shall be 


J 
y 




upon tlio agency to sustain its action". And, citizens can go to federal court to compel 

uni s or dolive y, as i have, if they moot regulatory requirements. x hcse, of course, 

& . ... .. 4 ,„,. ' ... , . 

includes*; cou testing the applicability of the claimed exemption. 


C m 



/ 


•v 


ivy 


x) 


~ Urwr' 

Only, tno iirckivea never did^(JLn all that corrospondefico;, cito w*»t exemption it 

cU>MttS p<>*t - '' jt,2vu J 

daeicU i^gavc it the right to withhold this transcript from me. It mipb^ cited thq^av-* 

% A/>to 

it in required to« specif#^ ■ ■«—» * exemption or exemption:/.^ the nine provided by Congress. 
*10^ this is not because the Archives lias no lav/yerc, i**oroovcr f inadvertently 









o be 


/HHWfa/ 


once sent me the wrong set oi papers a»Hr thereby disclos e that( 

O^vJt zU funtn+C* 

every request 1 iio^e/to a certain lawyer, whose name and offica are give^, 
Koff neither ignorance nor carelessness caused this omission. There is no applicable 


. . to inyoke the, . 
exemption, anuTjm on;* miat 


comes closest i. c ^fc to confes,; all, 


^ stf fU 4 ’#/wuy /? vt'tu L h/ ' U ^ A* i ttfu 1 1 » 

As given in die table of c*ontents,^tni 


>r"these are inacleq lately described: national defense 
and foreign policy; internal procedures; statutory exemption; information given in confi- 

4 * 

dence; internal coiiurunications ; protection of privacy; investigations; information 
concerning financial institutions; and information concerning wells* Definitions arc 

expanded to tho point tnat tiicy -i nooi ipa se 1 a cic^urter of the memorandum* The first last 

• ✓ 

two clearly- cannot bo applied. Remembering tiiat this fa's an executive session, not one 

in which testimony was taken, "internal procedures", defined as "related solely to the 

internal personnel rules and practises of any agency" i3 entirely inapplicable . 

"Statutory exemptions" meansVAspecifically exempted from disclosure by statute", which 

\ throws tiiat out. There is no such law. It cannot be information given in confidence" 

because a) there was no witness to give information 2nd b) the information given at the 

Us ^ / 

earlier session ie already available, unless Rankin was crooked. Asides, there « 

* v. . . . - . SL 

was no score o abou"c the alleged sources* c liau. bou-n published* A transcript of a meeting 
is no L‘ wit* din *che definition of "inteiiial com unication 3 n * "investigations" means not 
just anjuld investigation, but those that are "investigatory files compiled for law- 


enforcement purposes’^ and, under some conditions, oven these must be available* There was 

no possible law— ent orcomcnt jjurpose, the com is si on authorization cxcluciin tiiat* sides, 

* 

_ U(sA-J, 

thei-e was no federal law involve, ldl .ing a Pro iaent not then lx* Wm- a federal 

r -\ 


crime . 


bhat re m ai n s, although entirely inapplicable, is "protection of privacy". With Oswald 
dead, he had no privacy to protect, and, again, ale the allegations were public. 


f 






• ' «W, '.-uu wm*M*mu'u iM^wrnmmmsm. . 




4 * * ' v\ 


7 


? ,J '^ e icijx( i 3 01 tiling mtendeu ar? medical and. personnel records where there is a "clearly 

unwcirr«.ei ced inv« ision oi personal privacy 11 * tiome personnel records .rro reevuired to be 
public. Outside these non-secret kinds of information, olthouji not tlie intent of the law, 
i ^'C^ed that a "possible area of invasion of privacy would be tlic furnishing 
of detailed information concerning Gove nmont employees or others", And the only poo. ible 
v/sy t. is might be asserted is if Oswald had the government affiliation alleged, regardless 


of its 



character, significance or insignificance . 


'V sfj- 1 ■ u r ^ 

* L o ^ tiiat the roasoijr the goveimient’s lawyers steadfastly failed to 


ciL> oiioir legal au L .onzation as required oi them by specifying the exemption or 
exemptions they allege aHthtmLoas withholding this transcript is because none do and 
they suppress by raw power alone, exactly what the law was enacted to prevent; or 

miey are, even if without legal sanction, invoking the fact oi Oswald's official 
connection as reason# 

j j ‘ ‘ ^ i C{^JM < '/tLs^ ldcj f r\fC(iYi 4 Qu'iu't tUtcsfij -V _ _ 

'iliere is even left; "comfort IV the 'regulator:/ ' claim t j^s^lied "ChrLdline 2 U \> Jf*/) 



mu^i 


* * « * »V ■ 


tn 


be more official tluui thaL. Vino ono reads, in entirety 5 

"Security classifications should be roapi.cted, but th agency responsible for the 

classification should carefully re-evaluate the contents of each classified document 

ana determine whether the classification can, consistently Y/itfi national security, 
be eliminated or downgraded". A 

l'irst ox all, this transcript did not come frou any agency. ■ L t originat.-d id.th the 
.datl^y - -- 

Comaission/Vhe Corn ission, which no lo-iger existe^i - ^y - ^vaa t, could not tarve utilised 
U- w C 'U>< <t \ i ill t f cn Ly • 

tliie provision bocaus.. it iu wseludod* therefore, unle ^ the sup res s don i;_. .ntlr. 1^ 
spurious, an "agency" had to have caused it. «**, unless%8 r i']ff produced S^gecords of 

5* f i 

Oswald's service ana the Commission oiscussed them, shore can be no applicability, for 
no other "agency" information can be involved# 


uj 


here this the case, apia it means Oswald was their man. 

^ * Q uid* ^ 

1 iQ oveiriding c on si dcra tiorf) is '‘national security" f m tlx.t tradi ti cnn3r 


bx irr , -m e r e 1 -i r . nnf l ge for swp.rr~- ion w, .. ■ srK-:nifie . i i; i .y...M iateatod - In thin lav/ osccjf E-in 


gentiiuu Chads, 



i ■ . 


2R**r 





«i’L- Wi 



< 




V" 


It ha::, been the traditional bureaucratic ploy to equate “national security” and 

saccstiiEgn: ^p ublic- jmtcmnt! hfzz 








A ?$ *> . 


' ‘ 
ii 


hT- ..«550l% 

HH£'. 



$y 

4>: 



/ 


LndefSSJuoSwS^aubj.^ct ^9 any 5tejdd^^:.±n±3iEEjiiijSinE 

^ m — - -«•<—— -~~mm — "'* 00m 

LztkfczxiaBZ^3ipzasai±3Kasi:±3:;aaa^±hiszabHB0a 

and 

'variously phrased as "good cause”, “national interest" , '^Public interest" , This law 

0 K 

ua. enacted to end that abuse forever. If it didn’t succeed, it is not tho fault of 
Congress hut iY r ' wil 1 i n,~ .np^n-^f r?r enti v° agencies violate tlic law r pvoer 


© 


0w ***** .b£fr£* (>rtCiS**+fi 

to get way i.ith it. The Report of tne house of Representatives; is so ern jhaifLc on ms * 

-poin t — igt wiib iw^K ? j quotations, -of tne wosfU**£ — -U- hw, 

& -*U/ , ,W 

tir^e prohibition appears on more uhin a third ox' page^^ianp Jo a are,* "Historiool 

ly dovor^flont ngG-icies whose mist, kos caruot bear public scrutiny found 1 good cause* for 

, v‘ ., ia.., , . • . nr* , .... 



Vt H **) 

h,^— >jf- ^ ■ 1 ir.Tr7.^arfyg»n >t4 . "...'public information ' is a misnoncg*|if itJ^peijait 


ry' r ^ 4 ■ * 

the withholding of federal agency records, if secrecy is required ^in tlxo public interest"^. 

— wir+fos' JLwpM'y 

It is not onijrt'iut this/language cannot ^oe deployed as a lo^oT ~Ineans of wildiholding 

the tr nscripts* 'hr^Ttiiese Guidelines do have provision for hiding sto' >lpj^fgeons« It i^ 

^ flvts tfclc 

*5 (a) might reveal the identity of confidential sources of information." But^that, too, 




would have been inproper, for it is qualified by this added language, "and impede or 
jeopardize future investigations by precluding or limiting tho use o_ tlx same or si-dlar 


sources hereafter". 


(j*U\ JUO ( Ifrirtl 


J :.ck Ituby to k permanent car * of that. Uswald could inform no more, 



//liat it all boils down jjo i . an illegality govoxnaent can get away with uy.ti 

ai~// 





OJ.± uu..±a uo.iu jjU ± * tiii xjL .u^tu-i w 

\guJ <dv>S IkCn^i^ viC-Th^ fee 

- sued. > £> ?of ull^ - ito - i? U v T fo rt^onr-^^d;?^— t 

W ^ ¥ ~~ -J* _ 1# 

I c&iAo jr /bfit ci* 

U . • y - pavt .i m d. -^4 xd y l i-^-euuk-u- ^ ^arn-aa~-th»sc . S t a^ ^lriief Justice of the 

_ itu*/ stfuct 

Supreme CourlTlSeSS’ headed tfafT^oiiimission, the withuioIdinf J ox^ it:/ session 
for tho rea .on3 given could not be more illegal. 



. t.' • • v* • •f' - •> 4 *^-Yjr %ar ** mr ' 

• f ’ - .v w . * 

* 

• • ■ > ■ ' * 
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■’ho agenda alone ^ovos that , -no does Ranking memo, for there is no "basis under the 

* 

law^wr vtitldioldinp either what Rankin's memo says was discussed or what the agenda specifies 
Lil— copy Uganda i^ full* 


Examination of all nine exemptions of the law shows that non- . of the four subjects 
is encompassed by any. Except for the seeoriu item, om&tv data i r^/ludiv 1 v ■ fh ■ e .jr: t d a is 


readily available or, in fact, was pJ.hlishcd by the Co. mission. 


x« 


on. theleso, th. Archives r. fused to let jus sec or have copies of any ; of the pages 


on any subject and refused to explain its refusal. 

^Eckhoff's pre viously-quo t ed^J _ 

iiero~L 3 v/nor ; lather of September 3, 1963 proved helpful , t 


m with- ut ills 




7 


; / 


iLivnij ti ia c in hum. 

O^Xcl- sluc&c 

iisr skipping from tliat 

# 

culling of the printed stories 


i-«, sup rtime session of Wednesday, January 22 ybo t v ~ 


i''ord 1 


skipped back to the transcript 




of the 27th* His language i 3 loose, but there is m qmestion about his niinmna mea n i n g* 
He does quote vliat L*r present,^ a3 verbatim b o ±iia 


- " i / 

eqdJanuaiy 27* I chose to -misinterpret this^ancl accused the pS -chives o/ making available to 

)ir* 

him wiiat it had denied me, the transcript of the 22^ Eckhoff took the bait: 

tt, fhfire wa: no error in ou ft/L otter to you of liay 20, 1963. an exa mina tion of 
Portrait of the assassin . * .indicates tliat the quotations to which you refer relate to 
the executive session of the Com; clssion of January 27 rather than January 22, 1964* fhe 
transcript for the executive session of January 27 haa not been released or raue 
available to anyone by the natioxial Archives. “ 

my tliis means it ic established that what ford did quote is the session of the 27th, 
that he did u .e classified material, anc tint the government has granted liim an exclusive 
copyri ;hu on public inf ration . Farther, tinder the law, even if information is prop, rly 

classified, as this is not, any Ui.e. eliminates the right to claim the exemption^ In tins 

Jli mj 

case I am incline 1 bo tiling it i^vrhat ford did not quote th t i: pels the government to 


a repea 


ate illegality j IfP^ «*jh, ***» "***#*$ U* & jfU S* » 

fli/vnfo j* aJ(. 

pnrnrnnn t“ if m ■// in 


j^l, ^ho lib tie ford said is, for 


. ..t.bf,.a- i'ant, too 


much, it also shows tliat Rankin' s memo on the bhrev, meetings is entirely inadequate on all, 


ilamkin 1 opening paragraph fails to □ 




the allegations that “Leo Harvey uswald 


was an undercover agent for the federal bureau of Investigation or the Central intelligence 

/f 9/*/w 7/c 

Agency", o- rrn- T-r-r source/. It pretends in the seoond ixira^i’i^li that the first and only 


• • 


& {rv W Cl. 



In a :aid-x'‘obruar 1967 storyl |hu tfa. .irL.yto:i Post dio cributou 

f 

Iticiiard hor.'ood bad «^intei\}sidLn 0 sent licci Citsas^*, 

the financial affairs of tiic Andoason Poundation ,, y aIoo ^ " niff or 1 3 


uliroujii its syndicate, 
r fus d to discuss 
to roach Judye Huyliss 


were imsucccssfilil V „ 
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ci»s f 

report war the Garr phono call of January 22, not mitilthen and h^k^/ths fact tiiat 

federal investigators an*, t to Gon io .ion had long known of these reports and been silent# 

The ov nin, of the third paragr;/ik can be giben a fascinating intoiyjretcition. It says 

Garr, ° him 

that Itanlcin did not "contact 11 / x^sum^ably waning callback, until "after a di:. cushion wiki 

the Chairman of the ConKiis ion and i*r# Leon J auorsln# 11 J auor ski i s not identified# Hi 

wa s then j , aa ^a" prominent T exas at l;orhey#g > — 

He 3 *f~bne of two apoo±c\l counsel to the Texas Gouirt of Inquiry^ i n ne other/ also a 

prominent Te:ca; lawyer ana Dean. of Southern Letliodist University L,.w School, v/a Robert 

Storey, 

Loth had OIa connoctions, Storey by intelligence service in its prebfice ror, which is 

as Solicitor Genera., of the u nited States'^ 

as indirect as my own, and Jaworski in a way that traces baelfto Iduiln.ii 1 s’ so vice/^sat^r ’the 
Eiscnhovrer administration, where Lirs* Qveta Gulp Hobby liad been Secretary of Health, 


Education andTSESx Welfare# She was also publisher of the Houston host, which Hudkins 
found it expedient to leave soon after he wrote stories indic^iii^ that Oswald had been 


an of/icial infoxT.iant# 

Hot for so me years did the rest of th* stem cone out 


A 


as a consequence of student 



tji *e**-**j /9‘ Y 

at being converted into unwitting Cia agents# ‘r i r. «« ■ = : : ■ . -tt - m considerable news 



OA \ 


attention to the Gin's use of foundations in its intelligence operations# Of the ■m^such 
sources available, x he e quote briefly froju "The Espionage Establishment" by David Uis . and 

m « •' 

'Thomas B. Loss, the fourth ciiapter, on the functioning within the United states: 

"The nouvea u Texas Establishment has also been included in the CIA network# Ovata 
C]t$ 1 iobby . • allowed the agency to us * the Hobby Eoundati oii_ as a conduit# John W. Lwcon, the 
oil tycoon, was one of the original incorporators oiDanothcr conduit, the Ban 

u acinto fund. Sarah T. Hughes, the federal juwgc who admiiii stored the oath of office 
to Hr* » f -j ri 1 1 1 1 J oh. i ^ q h , up. n a trustee of the Hoblitselle foundation, which Iiandled CIA 
money, ;m*. Jac^ s5j a lawyer friend of tiio President's, was a trust, e of the k.D. 

^mde rson Inundation , anoth er re el pient • 1 1 

meat in 

5 


Ail, the fabrics navelists could weave of this im. oolite jma heavy O LA in 

'■fc^’k _ - . _ __ 


I? L’ 

the after, nth of the assassination rpu ^ » -* 1 ’ +~ t 


SSAl Mk 


t 


■bell ?^7 01 the nan who became President by that ossas iu.-i tion, the m an who insisted upon a 

, ^ - i 1 / 1 Liac-* ** ^ htJ £ u c c <r Jtrv> " 

Clui-coiinccted ju».,ge to administer the oath of office to Mia :uL delayed e verytliin^P' nding 

A 

her bain ; locate * ana her arrival at Air force One, where he awaited her at Love field. 

« 

close 

Or of the fact tiiat when the President' e<ws$£e 'cron. , the anti- Kennedy Governor of tlu state 


hia appoint, d as Attorney General a man who selected another GIA type to dominate the Texas 


h zl (/ V . 

^ L-: /L& 


U. Co 


ctl 

Juft 


ln <t J>*U. ( t ti u tfUtJr 

. j/w / ,ty <f / 

Cl A AM*it*‘**** ** 


d .1 -A 4 /fOa-uCd a f 

cu A <n '^h f- ,A ’ ^ ** / ^ 

' 4 rM &* 

VI 4 *- - 




iU 


i Fm uu\ cudc 6 f d u - 

i wUCj j 

//I V' 



X iA 



U ^ 



•P . a 




’/ 




faciriCX As& 


y I U (fj jj 1 1 ^ {a e f"Wv ,, t . it A. l Q ql6*U » Ci^Ccuee / 

/"T r^X A ,n si UV) sUsSjUMf - 

( ,.Li* Jr^vo /) / _ 

rr? ^Va^T Clft*- ^ 

fa - r fli &3 A(K)c 

/•u/ A*** ^ i t 

4 ^ 




A ^ 

/ t / i 


Lj cU^X 


fid /*<< 



Uif\ i'^j 


f^x /^ ^ /< ksl^ 




6 . J/ ^ ^ &JuJ 

i 



ttiA''-- wu .44 



' X Ofw 


CX A < **' ^ 

jl jtwb ^ ^ 

/X&--*** r-iz?X± 






Jf/U^ 

f 

Lcr<^ 



'fyz'uU- 



']ur^ 
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, ,/pacid h.nicin/ 


7 


s 


Cfl/lA'' 

^ourt of Inquiry. Or tliat before calling^the head, thix 

trtlUi I — — 

first ^riv.i tliis CIA- typo, JaworsldL. 

y LfrUdiA*< * hM U Ujh UyiLlU^ r ~- r 

Jaworiski at all/ is not indicated. -**■. /mere uould seem to bo no 

i\r^ //w^J t 

r* the bcxsn head man.- ^ (7 ' 

fai+iyvt’L y . 



\/hy IteuiicLn 

need, 0. rr bavin , colled him, not Jaworski, 


Cl ITT 


(it sitoula also bo noted that by tliu tim .* of tile appointment ox the ^oLirt of Inquiry 

J\y h n !? . l*V * n _ 

■fee governor/ later to bebome a Democratic Secretary of the 'froasury in the Republican 

J 

hixon adininistration, war sufficiently recovered frOi.. the .;oua& ho received in the as; -agination 
to be consulted in such blatters. He was well by the time of this great ion -cUstancc-phone- 
cali drama between Ham dm in iarJii-mt on and the boxas coim ission. ) 


HA -* 


ihe- e is no tiling unusual# in HamdLii Jinking Carr" coco ..tact k. strict attorney Jade 11 * 
UanldLn always wont tliroudi Carx wferre there ’..as dirty-work to be done, even if it meant 


delay and the Commission was always in a rush to get its job oveywith, One of tlie more 

f* 

l 

intriguing examples is his letter of February 24, 1964 1 fro m wiiich I quote the body: 

“In coiiiiection with this investigation the Commission diao asked me to request through 
you tliat the Dallas authorities make no change 3 tetka or alteration in the physical 
surrouu dugs of the as assination scone without first advising the Co^ ission of its 

intention to do so. 

+'£u the Oom is! -ion's viev/^ this would include the area s±: north of mini Street, 
South of dim Street, west of noaston^and ea^t'af tnc first viaduct under i/hich the 
Pro: id.nt'd car motored after passing the iexas School - ; o.k Depository building. 51 

By i-arch 4 ,'fhc mayor had gotten tlio word, but it was much too lata when ilauld.ii made 


/ 



) 


L? 


the request, more than tliree 

uontlia after the as .sas sina tiou t Ji?j tliat time all hCte rations 

■ iluj AjMtjrz A_ 

necessary to frustrate any plio to-intolLugenco work had been completed, i fra^nuning 

li\m( Q 1" L e ^ iru boert r in the batdcgroiind of pictures to tin- totally unnecessary of imm^vooA si ns,. J 

Sc (h . 

•h ('required for oriontatioj > of the Bresid at’s position at tn*. tim • aeh sholy as fired, d 


i\ 8 


■jlio ogs pictures ef- d - d? ;, taken by the late Abraham Zaprud^r, wore take over those signs. 


a 1 


Contacting- Jade was especially into os tin because the 

/fauns 

m# tic Con .is ion '' i its sources. 


ropor 


$P*did i 


not originate v.ith liim 


If RanldLn dpi not personally order th memory-holing of th< transcript and all other 

IM\ 

recor n of tliat Jonuamy 22 iio ur-and-a-h if owlrnt Ford called "astoiuiting iroblom" - and 

1 •— — 14 

with his ti-.'jht— fisteu control 1 nothin ; else s-t-ms possible - he was the beg?^ aim. . jb-K ba-k 
stop e ». ith him. Secure- this knowledge, he found space for a single par grpah on that 


dramatic event. 
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?1 

/ 


1-1 
J 1 


It says little, again too much* Knowing nothin^, having none o. the i.vldonc it, 


s > 


'cl ic Ooiauisaion (ncCloy anliuse# 11 wore uoc present,) decided “tills allegation was probably 

/ , * u y/ur i . cttiWy\ & ^juC 1 

r«* . / / 


not accurate", but "the matter iiad to oo recorded seriously" . n S' it 4 i/$_ f * 
(Ford quotes hs*s more pointedly the January 27 ses ions "v/e do mvc a dirty 

t-H 


rumor 


i 


thatjhs very uau for the Con, dsr.ion. . ZzrZjL daiaag ing to the agencies tlmt are involved in it 

and it must be vdped out, . . ^ .liich is one way of conducting an investigation to discover 

fact and truth, call it “dirty" and without investigation ordain “it oust be wiped out.) 

Having wilectod not to contact Uade directly, and insisting on the fiction that Wade 

ha been the source of the report, iirudja quotes Carr as having “stated that District Attorney 

Wade had been unable or unwilling to specify the source of this allegation" .( ^gh^ is a j ^rtaus / 

% 

prejudicial formulation, considering that Wade was known not to be the source, to sey a) 

tliat he war "unwilling" , suj 03 ting l/dde was covering up am*. b) hint ho was "unable" to 

fiuiUb Aka 

"specify the source"* It is oven more prejudicial whom what Wade \ 



is considered, 


from ikoikin’E account, this took more tnan an hour cna a half! 


\J^2fit 


follows is cute: 


j * 


“0/ 'fhui’SL .ay , January 2b, Secret Service deport No 767 wa \ brought to ay attention, sxfc 
r f is report i dated January 2p**.“ 

fhat rop rt is . a tei| January J 2 » 20 days earlier # -fe^lVTie information i.i anted stmiir iddisn 
h7 days earlier raid was iu .ediately com union ted to Via .hington by phono. 

i'his is a lie, d igned to it seem that — ■*&, — au 

Kudkiiv; r ;port until tin: day after Carr honed iiaiioLn, thre to buttress the. pretenses that 


to Washington b y phone# - 1 

tu'tfiiti 1 AsC+irlui ii/l&i*vrt)fr y ' a 
— r M\ no afimolal - 4 siow — 


then:, was no kno. lodge prior to C.irr 1 3 call end tuat the CouLtlseion had not ova ..’looked its 


ft 


responsibilitie to lo k Ho this "dirty ruiiio rilgjft ha t" 1 ms t be wiped out. 

How vigilant!^ tho executive agencies pursued this “dirty runor"? iw att war given as 

^ StLi'lf 7 U 7 

its source, not W n do. and thutffl xjrVtiao. adeed that Sieatt be interviewed- as of mid-Necombrr, 

A * 

already a Into date considerin . th- earlier publicationjLf of what had to he “wiped out"# 
o J c *"’* // *' 1 

JSy January 2p it tia^. not yet oeaii done ,, J?o iduLiin “requested that it 00 done i 31 mediately" . 

lik -iltf/U*' 

i tty-gritty, the*- leu-ting with the I'exas C< 


\ 


For the nit J 


Court of Inquiry and Wane an . Iris 


assistant, -»il_ Al^x?nd' «r, th- original ^oux’ce of the report, it ..na cirrang.ti thnt all 

T.ij/ljvl - 

the ;r.emb;qLor fclyc. Uoui. rion bo absent. ..hen i-'ord said tlio/ 4>SBBt "slip.- i ed into tile nation's 

c id AV* r ML*/ eityA* . y /L rh'.s * 

l s r ^ : f ill * — ~ 


Capital with complete anonymity" ho undor^tetod -# 


xt , ku$r 4.ti^ (vO <* 
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0 

Hankin' a versia in that "V'ha Uhairmaa of the Com-ds-sion and I" wet with them. i’ordSs 

JL • 

is, "The^met with Leo RanlcLn and other members of the stai/T"# both agree, significant as 
this disagr. t is for any r al investi/^atioif to liave ^ evo^ beon intended, tint none 
of til..: weube .1 O.. the Commission, all of uhoia wire saddled with renpoosiMlity, uat present. 

XMjhi j'ord liad identified th~ 1‘esas delegation as Gan-, Wade and "any o.-lwr d lias 
officials who ha. Jsnowlu^e", leaving out those he lmcvj were there an - thus r - i je„h..r^ viJhoui 


>r 




avoiding mention of the too i/itii most rcpponsib i l i ty anu the CIA connection# limrciu 





idontifio thorn as Carr, Wade, Alexander, Jaworsid. an., storey. In itanhin'Q version it is 
rfadssxh itaxzhsnprsss^^issr,:: -; 

"V/ade and others of the Texas officials who stated that the runurs to the effect that 
Oswald was an undercover agent were widely held among r prosentatives ox tlie press in 

ballas". This is the expurgated version, omitting any refe cnee to the 1 ? LI told fanlcLn 1 s 

it y 

" r yp r^rr-rot , irT:a c™:riur* -^ ^rn Tzmlgtl nn. liavinzanits: :xnurcg. . 


fried, "Lear Edgar 1 

A <fj Thero follows ✓ 

^ithn^iaxprgsgrCTCi^Lca^bcfcs the sentenc with the alterations: 


"./ado stated he was also aware of an allegation to the eliect that Oswald was on 
iiiformant for the Cla and carried tlie number 110669" o 



f[ Rankin, too, is an expert at switching » ^ero, where in fact it referred only to 

•hhn FRT. nirin-rp.. pwvp* thp_t "L/nce ana Al ne'nnder" attributed All nf this to the m-eus. 

• J'Even for IdStin this i3 a pretty large non/secn^tur. With both numbers represented as 

fijg 1 ? 4 ,1 * 

identification numbers, he quotes Wade not on this but on "payroll or voucher number". 

1 1 " 1 1 " 1 1 




He quotes nobody on tlic possibility of either number being consistent with informant 

j, { i> *i _ CTV 

id. j ntif i cati on/ rr" V- the Ei3i , CL*. or other federal intelligence police org nization/, 

<1 

A local nliono call would have elicited that information# 


/m* ^ 4 ** 4 * ^ ‘ 1 

he did not think that the number {which IdirLkin does not sayj woui- be either 

I AlSF&f' ’ ~ x^ttru 

a payroll or voucher number carried on tlm bureau itecords". Obviously, if a nu i *g r and tnreo- 

W‘‘ ! i 

digit combination Ujould be consistent . ith fill practise, as it is, th-. six-di.git uurnbe • would 
not beq* so itofaui 1 s ^ - serve VbQ help "wipe out" tiiat" dirt^* runor". Wade is 

/UiUy V 

further quoted an saying wolit subsequently was confirmed jgi when a r. Ad -on. Ledia, fa. 

^Cu'VfU^ f 

offices daussLjagtf a large number of political i "security" to tn- r .-ports, tiiat mofomers 


" ifou_' oi'obabl, be paid by the Jux ag-.nt in canh" and tbit "it was custo.jary for the a^nt 
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Hi 

to carry the im'orer on id.: books as a plumber" • 

?mJ C nLu/j ij uo j 

Having b o gun his nemo \\*4* *z±i r\jf r^<7~?\j^r± laiQ')l'j(l,:;G tlio Comic don hau of any 
report^ that uo u Id liad been a federal iiiioriioit, itankin next, foigjetinjig bids and Ids 
and the CouzdsaLon's total silence including those puhli. hod, slip ed 

a bi* d and acknowledged their existence: 

"There wn3 a general discussion & regarding other information disclosed in the 
inva. tigative reports which lend some degree of credibility to these allegations" • 

What "information" from what ''investigative reports" tending to credit the belief that 

flii.4 O 

Oswald had bo-m a federal infoiinnt was not worth mentioning in danlcln's memo f ^on-: of the 


better ways of avoiding resort to the memory-hole system of 



g valuable i.ifoivntion. 




There fol own, in the same paragraph, ./hat is clearly indicated as not this confirma- 
tory inf oration from investigative files, a list ol*^ 1 to pics described as "Among the other 

V 

• • 

(emphasis added) matters discussed at the nee ting*" Rankin is consistent. lie attributes 
neither meaning nor interpretation to any one, restricting hinseJLf to the list, nil, however, 

■— — rr ' >. ' 3 


•/hen understood, are ad htional confirmatory information ; fe * *? 1 =■ >. — ■ h ■*»» ) **■ 

"(l) the use by Oswald of Post Office jfoxes; 

"(2) use bu- Os. /aid of aliases j 1 

"(3) the lengthy 2-hour interview conducted by the Ifni of Oswald in August of 1962 
[[or immediately before he is said to have become an PBI infornantj; 

*(4) interviews conducted by Special Agent no sty in Pallas regarding Oswald's whereabouts 
f ho sir knewjJ and the f ail ure to notify Secret Service o. th±3 ini'ormation; 

"(5) $ the comment iter the assassination of Spoei.-l Agent lloGty that Oswald had 
contacted two known subversive agents about 19 days before the assassination; 

"(b) Oswald had Sp. cial ^igent ho3iy's car license ana telephone numbers in his note- 
book; 

"(7) Oswald 1 a mother ha§ stated that her son was an agent... 

"(b) Special Agent uosty was transferred fro-* n_J.las t..o weeks after the assassination" 


; i >■ i*l, it burns out brat blio Secret Service filed on oral report with tin staff — 
the Texans left, naturally- t+uit~A2a^i^^ t had been interviewed 


n uCr 


•y * . , 

about Secret Service Report ho. 767. Sweat t' s so urce-f Assistant District Attorney aall 
Alexan&o r , who hau just been there and, from Rankin' c m-mo, had neither been questioned 


about tlii ; nor volunteered any information about it. The oul> other tiling added is bi-at 




Sweatt had agreed xinxmisEr perhaps it"was 179 rather than 172". 

f Thus v r. two of the most dramatic aid incredible moments in liist^oy)^j?ficial considi 

/ SJ 

ti on Ox whether a Prominent had aeon killed by a man workin. for an official intelligence 

T — L\i"^L 

he first, providentially, In yin.., bo i .a destroyed 


ra- 
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and tiic second, .ith even more foresight, arranged to imvo noi 
n member of the Commission present • 


ji jher 'record rom^ di i - RX - nor 


I3 there anytliing li..a this in American liistory? In tiu 'nistory of modem civilisation? 

/5w T^vut a/ iTU'h h — 

y the gen jeel old ladies were paimttnd their jaffee lclatcli on iiis^ /here 


Iiad been much thinning an. I talking* -ana the added precaution of suppression* fee 


"T « L _ I l* _ |~ 

te— w^urrrc^jcon 


o f t::e— - . oneoGutivc CQO f r^ii '~ b vdn;j^ap .nr .11 . 1 ^ a "'Til t iers ..uulh r 


ford's jaw, 


lubricated by expectations of profit, helps a bit/ with What we now know is tills sin: 


W'.'+io; 


session wliose transcript exists but is suppressed. 


/it R 


fee others, he said, lookeu to Dulles for advice and counsel* Dulles iuT^ s >■ nt ^ 


, /'Vto 

- fa life 


in int Hi, , 011 c- and k 




lo'i^ headed the CIn - at precisely the 


time it could have used Oswald. Jliat bott r reason for turning to him fox' advice and 

il (kt_j 

ro c omicndation tliaVl the fact t tat if Oswald iiad beuTyujn 


in Russia, it . 


would have been under Dulles! 






Dulles did acloiowledgo that had this been the case, there v;ould be "nothing in waiting" 

, 1 . . .. . 

The ConiLdssionliisaediataly forgot 

At tide meeting itankin said what lie did not in his memo, that Uadefuas so troubled” 

because of his previous experience, wtea “ho handled as raich a,? 02,000 a month during 

the war period in wiiich he paid off informants and undercover agents in South .jnerica” . In 

j a Lion uh 

that part of -h . world and 'Jn. that time, D2,000/went vary far. 

:moth ' quote from UadeC who iiad also :uade clear h- was not fa m iliar with any elm -gas 
in fill practise) : 

■ "Uo thought that the postal box was an ideal way to handle such transactions and 
was a way he had used at various timos in th<? past too (sic)”. 

If Gsw Id ever Iiad any other real use for post-office boxes, it wai never establi; lied. 

_.t hiis juncture ford expressed concern ox" the Commission tliat t 

"it would not be justified in plunging into the matter in some irresponsible xay 
manner that might jeopardize the effectiveness of an i portent agency’s operations". 

Ho this .nig lit Iiave been done fore* does not explain. ^± 2 *, /J(ow it couli.: . liavo been done, 


when the Corn isoion did overrbhjn g in complete secrecy seems beyond e;qdLanation. 

ford's discussion lias it that "a very intelligence agency 0 .. the Gove raiment also lmd to 


be scrutinized" in pursuance of the CoaxLc ion’s mandate. "The Co.’ mission woul . have to 


2b 


devise an approach that wa independent of all these agencies”. T L? & /& / tr ^6 . 

xlae Cant isoion' s ” independence ” of these agencies consisted in using them anaiobody 
else for 100 ,* of its investigation^ iu^Xts "scrutiny” con: isted of asld.ii the agenepies 
to deny the allegations, which each did. 

11 o wore. 

senator Russell, a.paruntly, had been cued in on none of thi , for he asked, "Ivhat 

stops, if any, have we taken to clear up this matter", to which Rankin replied tint ho and 

barren had" discussed various possibilities". 

One was 3 to ask the Attorney General "what he would say about whether Oswald was or 

was not an undercover agent." Picture of bobby, Kennedy combing tile poorer sections of throe 

c r:?u c lz. u,u( Ji£ * 

southern cities looking for xht’orriants for the Fbl^Qr.jell to Aesop, in depuration. 

O I ^mother was Rankins sug .estion, that "I should go over and sye Jdgar hoover i/iysclf " 
and cajole him into understanding "tills problems". Ran! dm added, "I would be frank to toll 
him" tiiat "his etat ment... would not be sufficient •" Picture of /hoover breaking down and 
confessing all he had aw better way of knowing tlian the Attorney General! 

With noovor ! s denial "not cnou ;h" , it is what the Commission settled for. 


'..'lien Boggs asked for other alto* natives, Ranking suggested "examine Hudkins . therefore, 
Rudldms wa. never "examined" by the Commission. 

iicCloy said tiiat if they got pro forma denials, "tiiat probably stops us unless we 


run into something ..." (excision in ford). 


f.us ell, first expressing admiration 



-k)ovcr, said, ">ie con get an affidavit 


from A r. --o ver...but if wo ifLdn't go anyjf further than tiiat, und we don't pursue it down 
to Jluchdms, or whoever it is, there would still be thousands of Bo ub ting ^'liomases. . .and you 
ju 3 t dr a t rAHxiscaxarp ~trj to clear it up and you just took Dover's word." He was right 
on the "Doubting fhomases", right on doing nothing but taking noovor's word right on 
tiiat not clearing anytliing up. Jut lie was wrong, and no effort was mad-, to tell hi... the 
truth, i .Jjf believing tiiat liuthdms w..s the :ource. RanldLn knew better and was silent, hudkins 
did no more tli n report what ho had boi.n tola uii,. Alexander, according to Itvmdji, w. . one 

Of tllC. X0UTC03. U) . 




c 


"you can't base the conclusions of tliis Coi mission" on no more 




Aussoll 
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thah Dover's oath 


L/Uvi ^ 

Zy 

j wftrffi as av. \ 


;oulu boll v. it. 


Again the questioning of hucildns by the Commission, tliis time described by Senator 
Coop- r as tlieir "duty". 

j j ReCloy reminded tliat the bepartnen L of Defense "lias an intelligence unit too". ikuiy 
Lior than one. ~nd they duplicate. 

ill. leaf fee klatch soon got to tim point where the eminent chairman know the answer 
linirthout any investigation - b -fore, it was decided whether or not tlier would be any kind 


\ 


<df investigation: 

,r V/e must gx> into this tiling from both ends, 
and from the end of the PHI.. . " 


forJbhe end of thu ru oruoncero 


As Oswald 1 s guilt was ordainod in advance, so was it with the innocence of the PHI 
and i s venerable overlord, of wlio/j; ilrs. kartha kitcliell, wife of the X££a Al ixon Attorney 


General, w< 



"If you've i 


Yruf Dm A ti ^ 


sVfr*T 


one h of the Phi you've them all." 


.h.nont timidly Rankin asked, "Uould it bo acceptable to go alioad and find out what 


/ 


we can about these — 11 only to be interrupted by hcCloy's interjection of "Hudkins' 

sources" • Rankin picked it up by saying they coulu then see if Hoover "reacts". 

xrUX.9 ^ 

r fo that hidden moment in history, for tliat tiny fragment o.l time, ■ wan as close as 




anyone ever/ came to an official investigation of the first indi sponsible ...in in American 
government, J# H .gar noover. 

barren didn't like the idea. He thou Jit, "v/c ought to know wliat we aiv going to do, 

and do it, anti take ourcli ncos one- way of tno other." He didn't want to make the Com. is si on 

a 

look "ap&Wgetic" or "in any way reticent to make any investigation. " 

brave talk for the nouse who never belled the cat. It encouraged ilanlcln to wlmt in 

Peru's copyrighted government^ ^leafing public J property is the last words 

"I don't think the country is going to be satisfied with the mere statement from, 
not jo uso hr. Hoover's name fuerish the thougli^such a blasphemy !j, but just examine 
about any intelligence agency tliat Oswald wasn't hired, in the light of this k i n d of p 
accusation, a rumor." 

After getting this ofi his chest, Rankin's words straightened/ out a bit: 

.. . . W 

"I think tliat the country is going to expect tliis Go..*, ission to try ^nd find 

out the facts as to how tlio: o ti l ings arc h n ^e d ^aphasia added} to such on extent 
tliat tliis dom iseion can fairly say, ' in our o pinion lie was or was not an employee 
of any imtclligi nee agency of mo United States.'" 
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Tlio Con iosion nay not have boon 51 in any Lay reticent about makui ;" tliat investigation, 
but it dim't. It tny liave understood that the yn a gg^^ -afei unsubstantiated word of ^o.yver 

uould not be acceptable to i.uony, but that i., wliat it rr^%, no more, from him o4TCi^ her/l 

cpf- ' uj r _ 

ncGone. It i-ounu up as Iduilsui ound it up, with the pretense of i^lnguiry into wh .tlior 


Oswald ‘v/as or was not an employee of any intelligence agency ol the United States", 4Sfct 

jt _ , . 

J dv thl -e- aroa ac wlia t cannot^ with honesto^be described as even a superficial, perfunctory 

tr * 

iritprn.vt-Mi "hou those tilings are lieu led 1 ', 'i ^ . r Co- i -ie' ;i r . vn n -wor d! 4 4.01.1111 uny tl lin^ahont 
ho’.T'±riforrants- are-seleoted, recruited, for wmt purpose.', t, ie^-are-u-;ed r -svon what mates 


a ^od~or--aJjad one* 

Is there any v/onder, wxtli these the words selected iron those 65 yrges to puu the 
best possible face on the Commission and its investigation of Oswald as an agent, and the 
selection by a member of the Commission, the government refuses the transcript to me? 


This rocor<< is zo frightful that the government, mooning in thin 


Cum 


the epartment 


A 


of Justice, of which, in theory, the frl is part, would rather risk the attention a ( suit 
mi ;lit yet than let those bones rattle off the skeleton with the opening of the dost door. 

extra s xice 

Compromised as they were by their connections, the Texans were less timid. Or, perliaps, 
instead of sug e still ; they were made of sterner stuff, which seems not to be the case, 


despite the vaunted Texas rep, <£ it would bo more precise to say they calmed tougher. 

It wo - almost a ; tlioUj ii Waggoner Carr bugged that oightOfooVCom assion table. Two 

l 

M 

days xfxxx later, on January 20, he s«.-nt the Com isoion a letter in wiiich, without motion 
of the liorrcndous suoj- ct, Oswald as agent, he suggested: I nil- smoli type in last column 
Sylvia" d artcile through the end top next joage, omitting bracketed material and italics 
RaxQcLn fobbed him off with a polite 1 rim .r dated February 4 . ho represented 


*{ U*T 

id warren" s opini 


himself as impressed with Carr's oug. cstions and sm&l'Iarzen* b opinion that they were 

seriously co nsidered , 

"sound an thorough", roconiLiondations triat "certainly will be ffi e noldore< S- by tho Com is si on" 
xwid thus it camo to pass, no ( better reason being needed than tliat they wore "sound 
and thorough 11 , tiiat the Com ission follow d not one oivthe Texas recom endations. 
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Co i i -io.ij r*jc« ivin *ropcr thanks mid praise. X tried \'ij luck, a lsLa_ Carr for 
whatever inf or atlon he coul*: . provide* • Hothina he said, aitoa the first a utcaico 
of liirs sin c ;l>-para ; jr Jail r spouse, is accurate s Lil-laro par in full. 


Hit & 

•rosa v» .:j ~ of .‘ici» 11 y, at least - a ua .'a liiiijcon c— • all — 

!Tho suspicion lingers that Oswald ? in fact# be n sons kind of -it. 

Strangely, the possibility so ns to haw been one of tk. fascination of his 
nid-tuea years. 


• » 


